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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



January, 



Peace Brevities. 

. . . Judge Alton B. Parker, former Democratic can- 
didate for the Presidency, heartily supports the arbitra- 
tion treaties. In a telegram to the mass-meeting in San 
Francisco, he said: "The general arbitration treaties 
will tend to assure peace between the contracting pow- 
ers, and so prove, as we may well believe, the first great 
steps in a universal movement for peace. And, there- 
fore, after an amendment requiring confirmation of the 
commissioners by the Senate, which the President is 
willing to concede, the treaties should, after careful de- 
liberation, be ratified by the Senate of the United 
States. Peace, rather than war, is the normal condition 
of civilized human beings, and a steady progress toward 
sound and enduring conditions of peace can be achieved 
only from the regulated administration of justice, inter- 
national as well as national." 

... In a recent statement urging ratification of the 
treaties Mr. Carnegie said: "These warlike proceedings 
in Europe are a flash from the past, a passing recurrence 
of the practices of savage times. I do not believe they 
are a prelude to general warfare. The work is not mov- 
ing backward. Everywhere I hear the most encouraging 
news about the attitude of the people toward the arbi- 
tration treaties, and I am confident the treaties will re- 
ceive the necessary two-thirds majority in the Senate." 

. . . Thirty-five members of the faculty of Johns Hop- 
kins University, including President Eemsen, have 
signed resolutions favoring the ratification of the arbi- 
tration treaties with Great Britain and France, and sent 
thein to Senator Isidor Eayner. The resolutions char- 
acterize the proposed treaties as one of the most impor- 
tant steps ever taken in the development of international 
relations. 

. . . Rev. Henry Loomis, agent of the American Bible 
Society in Japan, writes that the report in the American 
papers that the Japanese government has decided upon a 
large increase of the navy is not true. The proposal of 
the navy department is not approved by the Finance 
Minister nor by the business men of the country. Barely 
enough will be appropriated by the Diet to maintain the 
present naval strength. "Any fear of Japan," he writes, 
"is utterly absurd." We echo his hope that false news- 
paper reports from Japan may not be allowed to stam- 
pede Congress this winter into making extraordinary 
appropriations for the increase of our navy. 



The Arbitration Treaties with Great 
Britain and France. 

Addresses Delivered at the Public Mass Meeting held in the 

Hall of the Americas, Pan-American Building, 

Washington, D. C, Friday, December 

8, 1911, at 8 o'clock P. M. 

The meeting was called to order at 8 o'clock, Senator 
Theodore E. Burton, president of the American Peace 
Society, presiding. 

REMARKS OP THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Ladies and gentlemen: This is one of a series of 
meetings called on behalf of the arbitration treaties. It 
seemed especially appropriate that we should hold one 



of these gatherings in the national capital. I count it 
the proper function of the presiding officer to introduce 
the speakers rather than to make any extended remarks, 
and consequently shall confine myself to a very brief 
statement of elementary facts. The year 1815, the 
close of the Napoleonic wars, marked practically the 
beginning of a new epoch. At that time the nations, 
softened by calamity and exhausted by long years of 
almost constant warfare, began to realize that a regime 
of peace was much more advantageous. Prior to that 
time the predominant condition was one of war; since 
then the predominant condition has been one of peace, 
though there have been occasional interruptions, and 
we now witness the almost intolerable burden of pre- 
paredness for war or of an armed peace. The period 
of less than a hundred years since 1815 has been more 
notable in the progress of science and in those things 
which conduce to the uplifting of the human race than 
all the centuries preceding, and largely because of the 
absence of warfare. During this time there has been 
frequent resort to the settlement of disputes by arbitra- 
tion. The nineteenth century witnessed nearly 500 ar- 
bitrations, some of them for the settlement of the most 
irritating questions — disputes about boundaries, indig- 
nities to citizens, property rights — all the provoking 
causes of war. Some of these arbitration treaties, and 
the majority of them, in fact, were for the settlement 
of specific controversies; a lesser number sought to lay 
down general principles for the settlement of all dis- 
putes. The Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907 
greatly facilitated this disposition for peaceful settle- 
ment of controversies by the providing of a tribunal. 
We speak of the nineteenth century as the greatest of 
all the centuries, but we can almost compare with it in 
progress, both political and material, the first eleven 
years of the twentieth century. With the very begin- 
ning of this century a new impetus for the peaceful set- 
tlements of disputes commenced. In the years 1903- 
1904 arbitration treaties were concluded between 
France and Great Britain, and by the nations in the 
westerly portion of Europe. These treaties, which were 
identical in form, excepted honor and vital interest. 
Along contemporaneously with them it is a notable fact 
that in. 1902 there was a treaty between Chile and the 
Argentine Republic, and one in 1906 between the Neth- 
erlands and Denmark, under the terms of which every 
ground of offense was' to be left to the peaceful settle- 
ment of arbitration, thereby establishing a lasting con- 
dition of peace between those countries. In the year 
1908 President Roosevelt and Secretary Root framed 
treaties with Great Britain and France. These treaties 
contained the exception of vital interest, independence, 
honor, and questions in which the interests of third par- 
ties are involved. They nevertheless marked a very de- 
cided progressive step. 

The treaties now pending, framed by President Taft 
and Secretary Knox, introduce a new principle. Ques- 
tions which are justiciable according to the principles 
of law or equity are to be settled by arbitration. This 
is the substantial ground for the settlement of all dis- 
putes between nations, introducing in international law 
the same rules which pertain between individuals in the 
domestic policy of nations. Wherever there is a treaty 
containing the exceptions of honor or vital interest, 
there is no possibility of accurate definition of the sub- 



